Statement of faith

Introduction

The following statement of faith for Brandesburton Link is a summary of the doctrines which we believe are fundamental to the Christian faith and which we expect members of the church to share.

The Trinity.

There is one true God: everlasting, infinite in power, wisdom and goodness; the creator and sustainer of all things. While God is One, there are three distinct and equal aspects or 'persons': the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost. 

(1 Tim 2:5, Gen 21:33, Gen 17:1, Gen 1:1, Gen 1:26, Ex 10:1-3, Deut 6:4, 2 Cor 13:14).


The Father

The one who exercises headship in the Godhead; the one from whom all things proceed. (Matt 6:9, Eph 1:3).


The Son

The Word of the Father, both fully God (being God from eternity) and fully man (being born of a woman).

He suffered, was crucified, died, was buried and rose again to reconcile us to the Father and to be a sacrifice for sin. He was and is the only sinless man ever to have walked the earth.

He came to establish the rule and reign of God on earth through his death and resurrection and through the Church.

He is now reigning in Heaven at the right hand of the Father until His enemies are made his footstool. He is exalted to the highest place.

(Jn 1: 1-2, 1 Tim 2:5, Jn 8:42, Matt 27-28, Luke 23-24, Jn 19-21, Mk 15-16, 2 Cor 5:18-19, Heb 1:3, 2 Cor 5:21, Eph 3:8-10, Matt 6:10, Eph 1:10, Phil 2:1-11).


The Holy Spirit

He proceeds from the Father and the Son and is of the same majesty and glory as both.

He comes to dwell in the hearts of all who come in true repentance and faith to God.

He is on earth to equip and empower the church with gifts that prepare believers for eternity as the bride of Christ.

His work in the unbeliever is to convince the world of sin.

(Jn 14:16-17, 2 Cor 3:17), Jn 14-17, Acts 1:8, Jn 3:5-6).

The Word of God

God has spoken to mankind through his son, but we can understand him through His word, the Bible. 

We accept the Bible as the inspired word of God, and in matters of doctrine and principle we stand on the written word of God. 

We also recognise that God continues to speak through gifts of prophecy, through the revelation of  His word and through other means of divine revelation such as dreams and visions, etc. These should be tested against the established Word of God.

We recognise Jesus as the Word of God, the physical manifestation of God's love to Men (Jn 1).

(Heb 1:1-2, 2 Tim 3:16, 1 Cor 14, 1 Tim 4:14).

Salvation

We believe that, as a result of the fall, mankind is born in sin. Sin has created an impenetrable barrier between us and God, who is Holy and cannot allow sin in His presence.

We can only approach God because of the atoning death of Jesus Christ. There is no other way to God except through freely accepting, by faith, the grace of God offered to us. Salvation is not based on any merit we have earned, nor any good work. It is simply grace obtained through faith alone.

Salvation by definition means 'wholeness'. We believe that the Father God, through Jesus Christ and by the working of the Holy Spirit, offers wholeness for body, soul and spirit, as well as peace with God. 

(Rom 3:23-24, Col 1:13-14, Rom 1-8, Eph 2:1-10, Gal 2:16, James 2:14-18).

Baptism

We believe that scripture teaches quite clearly that after we are born again God will empower us by His Holy Spirit through Baptism in the Spirit, so we receive a greater indwelling by the Holy Spirit, often, but not exclusively, accompanied by Spiritual Gifts. The gift of tongues is just one example of these gifts.

This experience may take place when we become Christians or sometime afterwards. The timing is not important, only the receipt. Also, it does not preclude any other subsequent filling of the Spirit: in Paul's words, we should 'go on being filled with the Spirit'. It is essential that we don't rely on a once and for all experience, but that we look to God daily for grace and power, and that we identify and grow in use of the gifts and fruit of the Holy Spirit.

(Luke 24:49, Acts 2:1-13, Acts 19:1-7, 1 Cor 12-14, Acts 10, Eph 5:18-19).

Believer's Baptism

This is to be undertaken by the believer in obedience to Jesus after profession of faith not in infancy. Baptism is an outward demonstration of repentance and faith, declaring that the believer has died to sin and to self and is made alive in Christ. We believe in full immersion, as described in the Bible. 

We view baptism as an act of obedience and an opportunity for God to bless the believer.  It is an outward witness of God's grace,  and His power to cut off the believer from his/her old life. 

(Matt 28:19, Acts 2:37-38, Mk 16:15-16, Tom 6:1-8, Col 2:12).

The Lord's Supper

We follow Jesus' instruction regarding the Lord's Supper, in sharing of bread and wine in remembrance of Him. We eat the bread as a symbol of His body, and drink the wine as a symbol of His blood. He is not physically present in these elements, but He is spiritually present with us as we share in this meal.

Participation in the Lord's Supper is for believers only. It is a reminder to us of our great salvation and of the family (body) God has brought us into through Christ.

(1 Cor 11:23-24, Matt 26:26-29, Mk 14:22-25, Luke 22:14-22, 1 Cor 12:12).

Baptism and sharing in the Lord's Supper are the signs of membership in the body; we are baptised by the Spirit into the Body of Christ (1 Cor 12:13).

The Church

The Church is the agent of God's grace to the world, established by Christ Jesus and energised through the power of the Holy Spirit. It should be defined not by its organisation but by the relationship between the believers. The Church is called to be salt and light to the world; salt to preserve and purify, light to bring revelation and the knowledge of God’s truth and character to a needy world.

The Church is a community of God's people, drawn together by the Spirit of God, to demonstrate God’s grace to the world, to bring healing and deliverance and to work out God's rule and reign on the earth.

Jesus Christ established the Church, and defined its mission: 'Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation' (Mark 16:15). 

(Eph 3:10-11, 1 Cor 12-14, Acts 2:42-47, Acts 4: 32-35, 1 Pet 2:9-10, Matt 5:13-16, Mark 16:15, 1 Cor 2:1-5, 2 Cor 5:12-21, Mk 16:16-18, Eph 1, 7-10).

Church Government

God has established a kingdom and that kingdom has a government. Thus, we believe that he places within the Church leaders to lead, guide, and disciple God’s people.

Appointment into leadership is not achieved through scholarly qualification, or by democratic election, but by Spiritual calling: 'In the Church, Christ has appointed first apostles, second prophets, third evangelists, and then pastors and teachers' (Eph 4:10). The role of leaders is to prepare God’s people for works of service and to build up the Body of Christ. They carry responsibility and are accountable to God, to one another and to the church. They also carry authority in the church, not as Lords, but as servants. Nevertheless that authority is given by Christ and as such should not be flouted but adhered to and respected. 

(Eph 4:11-12, matt 23:8-11, Heb 13:7, Matt 18:15-20).

Discipleship

We believe that Jesus called us not to make converts but to make disciples. Thus, we believe in the importance of discipleship.

As members of Christ's body, we accept responsibility for each other and agree to exercise discipline, in order that each of us keeps faith with God’s promises. God's word repeatedly tells us to warn, rebuke, exhort, encourage, build and discipline one another in love.

(Matt 28:19, Eph 5:14-16, Eph 5:21, Col 3:16, Matt 18:15-20, 1 Thess 5:11, 2 Tim 2:2)

The return of Christ

We believe that Jesus will come again to the earth, not as a suffering servant, but as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. He will bring judgement to the living and the dead and will establish, once and for all, His eternal kingdom.

(1 Thess 4:15-16, 1 Cor 15:25, Rev 19:11-21).
